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RECORD SMASHER

Tom Brady cemented his title as
the greatest quarterback in NFL
history in February 2021 when he
led the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
to victory over the Kansas City
Chiefs in Super Bowl LV. It was the
seventh Super Bowl win for the
43-year-old Brady, who was playing his debut season with Tampa.
Brady’s previous six victories came
as a member of the New England Patriots. Along with Peyton
Manning, Brady is the only starting
quarterback to win the Super Bowl
for more than one team.

MONEY TALKS

Owners of the Washington Redskins finally caved to public pressure
in July and announced the NFL team would retire the name it had
used since 1933. Critics of the name have been vocal for decades,
but following the death of George Floyd in May— which saw many
other major brands abandon names and mascots long deemed
racist— retailers including Amazon and Nike withdrew Redskins merchandise from their stores and major sponsors threatened to pull their
support, finally causing Redskins owners to give in to pressure. The
team, originally known as the Braves, will be called the Washington
Football Team while the organization searches for a new name.
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HEROES LOST
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Hank Aaron, who died on January 22, 2021, at the age of 86, was
a baseball legend. Originally a player in the Negro leagues, Aaron
went on to play 23 seasons of Major League Baseball, nearly all of
them with the Braves. In 1974, he broke Babe Ruth’s record of career
home runs, and is considered one of the game’s greatest players.
He was inducted to
the Baseball Hall
of Fame in 1982.
Other sports figures who died this
year include former heavyweight
boxing champion
Leon Spinks, who
once defeated
Muhammad Ali;
former Dodgers
manager Tommy
Lasorda; Toronto
Maple Leaf George
Armstrong; and
former NFL wide
receiver Vincent
Jackson (right).

THAT’S CRICKET!

The International Cricket Council had reason to celebrate last winter when its
Women’s T20 World Cup, held in Australia, became one of the most watched
women’s sporting events in cricket history. The event had 1.1 billion views
across ICC’s digital channels—20 times higher than the previous edition, held in 2018.
Australia won the tournament, beating India.
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GAMES DELAY
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In March 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic
spread around the globe, organizers said they
intended to go ahead with its plans to host that
summer’s Olympic Games. But by March 23,
several countries, including Canada and the
U.K., said they would not take part unless the
Games were postponed. The following day, it
was announced the summer Olympics would be
delayed to 2021. This is the first time in their
history the Olympics have been postponed,
though they have been cancelled outright three
times in the past, during both world wars. The
Summer Games are set to open on July 23,
2021, though will still be branded Tokyo 2020.
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