
MONEY TALKS
Owners of the Washington Redskins finally caved to public pressure 
in July and announced the NFL team would retire the name it had 

used since 1933. Critics of the name have been vocal for decades, 
but following the death of George Floyd in May— which saw many 

other major brands abandon names and mascots long deemed 
racist— retailers including Amazon and Nike withdrew Redskins mer-
chandise from their stores and major sponsors threatened to pull their 
support, finally causing Redskins owners to give in to pressure. The 
team, originally known as the Braves, will be called the Washington 

Football Team while the organization searches for a new name.

THAT’S CRICKET!
The International Cricket Council had reason to celebrate last winter when its  
Women’s T20 World Cup, held in Australia, became one of the most watched  

women’s sporting events in cricket history. The event had 1.1 billion views  
across ICC’s digital channels—20 times higher than the previous edition, held in 2018. 

Australia won the tournament, beating India.

GAMES DELAY
In March 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic 
spread around the globe, organizers said they 
intended to go ahead with its plans to host that 
summer’s Olympic Games. But by March 23, 
several countries, including Canada and the 
U.K., said they would not take part unless the 
Games were postponed. The following day, it 
was announced the summer Olympics would be 
delayed to 2021. This is the first time in their 
history the Olympics have been postponed, 
though they have been cancelled outright three 
times in the past, during both world wars. The 
Summer Games are set to open on July 23, 
2021, though will still be branded Tokyo 2020.
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HEROES LOST
Hank Aaron, who died on January 22, 2021, at the age of 86, was 
a baseball legend. Originally a player in the Negro leagues, Aaron 
went on to play 23 seasons of Major League Baseball, nearly all of 
them with the Braves. In 1974, he broke Babe Ruth’s record of career 
home runs, and is considered one of the game’s greatest players.  
He was inducted to 
the Baseball Hall 
of Fame in 1982. 
Other sports fig-
ures who died this 
year include for-
mer heavyweight 
boxing champion 
Leon Spinks, who 
once defeated 
Muhammad Ali; 
former Dodgers 
manager Tommy 
Lasorda; Toronto 
Maple Leaf George 
Armstrong; and 
former NFL wide 
receiver Vincent 
Jackson (right).
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RECORD SMASHER
Tom Brady cemented his title as 
the greatest quarterback in NFL 
history in February 2021 when he 
led the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
to victory over the Kansas City 
Chiefs in Super Bowl LV. It was the 
seventh Super Bowl win for the 
43-year-old Brady, who was play-
ing his debut season with Tampa. 
Brady’s previous six victories came 
as a member of the New En-
gland Patriots. Along with Peyton 
Manning, Brady is the only starting 
quarterback to win the Super Bowl 
for more than one team.
Stephen M. Dowell/Orlando Sentinel/TNS
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2020 CHAMPIONSHIP WINS
World Series: 

Los Angeles Dodgers (over the Tampa Bay Rays)

Super Bowl: 
Kansas City Chiefs (over the San Francisco 49ers)

NBA Final: 
Los Angeles Lakers (over the Miami Heat)

Stanley Cup: 
Tampa Bay Lightning (over the Dallas Stars)

AP Photo/John Locher
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GOOOOOOOOAL!
Canadian soccer star Christine 
Sinclair scored her 185th goal 
in January 2020, breaking the 

international record for goals 
scored by either a man or a 
woman. The striker was on 
target twice during a game 

between Canada and St. Kitts 
& Nevis. The previous record 
had been held since 2013 by 

American Abby Wambach. The 
37-year-old Sinclair has played 

21 seasons, appearing more 
than 290 times for Canada 

and playing in five World Cups.

LIVING IN A BUBBLE
When Major League Baseball re-
turned to play in July, it opted not 
to sequester its players, resulting 
in a number of COVID outbreaks. 
Other leagues, including the NHL, 
NBA and MLS, took a different 
approach, instituting “bubbles”— 
isolated areas where competing 
teams remain sequestered, with 
all accommodations and ame-
nities, and without spectators in 
attendance at games. Edmonton 
and Toronto acted as hubs for the 
NHL postseason, with each club 
living on a single floor of a desig-
nated hotel, and the experiment 
was considered a major success.

AT LEAST THE CROWD IS WELL-BEHAVED
Major League Baseball may not have had a bubble system, but its lone Canadian team took its 
own precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19 during its shortened season. Members of the 
Toronto Blue Jays who broke the team’s quarantine rules could face a $750,000 fine and possible 
jail time. But perhaps the oddest change to regular play was the audience. Like many other teams, 
the Jays piped crowd noise into the stadium and offered fans the chance to place a cardboard 
cut-out of themselves in the seats. A portion of the $60 price tag for each cut-out went to the 
Jays Care Foundation to support families affected by COVID-19.

SHE SHOOTS, SHE SCORES
The NHL gave women players a spotlight during its annual All-Star Weekend in January 2020. 
The Canadian All-Stars beat the American All-Stars in a three-on-three game, a new event added 
in 2020. Although there was no prize money for the winners, the players, members of the Wom-
en’s Hockey Players Association, received appearance fees and the league made a $100,000 
donation to girls’ hockey organizations. This was the third consecutive year women took part in 
the NHL weekend event.

RECORD BREAKER
Wayne Gretzky continues to break records, more than 

two decades after his retirement. A mint condition 
1979 O-Pee-Chee Gretzky rookie card sold at auction 

in December for US$1.3 million, making it both the 
first hockey card to crack the $1 million mark and the 
sixth-most expensive sports trading card ever sold. A 
new record was hit in January 2021, when a Mickey 

Mantle rookie card sold for $5.2 million.

AP Photo/Jeff Roberson

Erin Hooley / Chicago Tribune
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